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bride and groom Royal Commission In Trouble 


SrlY ING OFF; 
CANCELLED! 



It," He Says Tearfully 

r 

JODIE AND. SEAN Williams were 
two of the dressed-up youngsters 
at the fancy dreas frolic Saturday. 
Story, more photos, inside. 
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BENEFITS" - SIR JOHN 

SLR JOHN NIMMO gave the first 
indication of how he thought the 
Royal Commission evidence was 
pointing late last week. 

In a comment to witness Steve 
Nobbs he said ’the preponderance 
of evidence given before me to 
date is that (Norfolk Islanders) do 

not want the Australian Government 

* 

social service benefits. " 

Sir John said it was not his 
responsibility to recommend tax 
structures for the Island, "All L 
am asked to do is go into the 
question of the capacity and 
willingnes" of Norfolk Island 
people to pay tax if they want the 
Australian social service benefits. ” 
And .so far in the hearings it 
seemed the benefits /tax 
combination wasn’t wanted, he said. 




INSIDE THIS ISSUE — 

A FURTHER INSTALMENT OF 



T_H E 


uintal 

papers 


EDITORIAL 


IF THE ROYAL COMMISSION into 
Norfolk's future should be closed 
off prematurely because it seemed 
"there wasn’t enough evidence, " 
it would be a black mark on the 
records of the men managing the 
Commission — and a black day for 
Norfolk Island. 

ft would be too late, then,for 
corrective action. if steps^can be 
taken' to breathe real life Into the 
inquiry they need to be taken now,. 

At the risk of offending many 
people for whom we have* true 
respect, the News has some blunt 
remarks to make. 

1. It was a reassuring idea to • 
have the inquiry as "informal and 
relaxed as possible. ” Because of 
the Australian Government decision 
to make the inquiry a Royal 
Commission, it has turned out to 
be anything but re axed and 
(continued on page 17) 

SHIP RADIOS FOR HELP 


K % 


AN INJURED CREWMAN was 

brought ashore to Norfolk Island 
following a radioed call for 
assistance from a New Zea’and 


survey ship. 

The man was admitted to 

•k 

hospital where Dr. Henry Smith 
diagnosed two broken ribs. 

The man’s conditon is reported 

to be satisfactory. 

The ship, via the O 1 C network 

warned the hospital that a crew 
member might need medical 
attention for his hand. 

That afternoon a call picked 
up by the Met office said a 
second man had been injured 
after a fall from a bunk. 

At 10 o’clock Saturday night, 
a launch put out and the injured 
man was lowered in a sling. 

islanders manning the launch 
included Culla Graham, Uckoo 
Douran, Joe Jenkins, and a 

9 i *. 

police officer. 
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THE LOYAL Commission ii in 
trouble. 

A man who has taken part in die 
planning of several Royal 
Commissions told the News some 
weeks ago that what a Commission’s 
instructing soliaitor dreads most is 
running out of witnesses! 

If several witnesses give evidence 
much shorter than expected, a gap 
can suddenly develop in the smooth ■ 
flow of die hearings. 

That started happening last w 
on Norfolk. 

Mr. L. Dudley, the Commission’s 

last week broadcast 



secretary, 
appeal that was repeated several 
times. "We appeal to you all to 
come forward and assist the 
Commission by providing your 
views as soon as possible, * he 
said. "We are more than a little 
concerned that the evidence 
from the Island is nor quite as lull 
as we thought it would be. ” 

Plans to broadcast the sittings 
from today onward have been 
cancelled for fear the. flow of 
witnesses would further dry up. 

The Administrator spent several 
days considering the pros and 
cons of broadcasting the 
Commission. In the course of 
weighing the idea, he spoke wi 
several dozen people, formally 
and informally. 

While one or two thought 
broadcasting might frighten 
possible witnesses, the great 
majority felt ft w 
service and a help to the 
Commission iC make VL-2-N1 
available. After talking with 
broadcasting officer Sylvia Ryve* 
and Commiiniciations Officer 
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FIONA' "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles -- perfume* jewels* cashmeres* 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last* 
Miltons had the lot**»now we've got 
it* What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home***he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line***" 



the Plan, the 

great Miltons 



Duty- 
Caper was 


easy.. 
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CHARLES M We knew there were some duty-free 

bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk •- a watch and a camera for 
me* It turned out that Miltons had 


an incredibly complete 
brands so we did our 


selection of 


buying on the spot* 

* 

time was pure 


comparing and 
The rest of the 






and here’s THE PLAN: 
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(continued from page 1) 



witness told rhe News "I hope that 

doesn't happen* If it does, I 

won't testify. One thing I’ve 

learned about Norfolk is that there 

* 

are sortie matters you just don't 
talk about if you know everyone 
is listening. ** 

Fred Jowett, installing wiring for 
the radio microphones on Saturday, 
ft aid he had been told by a number 
of people that they had changed 
their minds about testifying 
because broadcasting was planned. 

The Commission staff obviously 
got the same reactions, and asked 
the Administrator to reverse his 
decision over the weekend. 

In the early June announcement 
of sitting dates, Sir John Nimmo 
told the Administrator that the plan 
was for hearings July 7th-25th, 
August 4th-22nd, and September 
1st-19th. 

The News understands that senior 
Commission members have already 
reached the conclusion that the 
September sitting will probably 
have to be cancelled. 


A&H ANNOUNCES JUDGES 

THE A & H SOCIETY has announced 
the names of two Australian experts 
who will act as judges in the Norfolk 
Show in October. 

The cattle judge this year will be 
Mr Duncan Glasgow, Deputy Director, 
Royal Agricultural Society. For 
equestrian events the judge will be 
Mr Ivan Martin of Scone N. S. W. 

Mrs. Martin is an expert needlework 
judge, and her services may also be 
utilised. 


NORFOLK Island Councillors on 
tour in Australia last week found 
the experience highly productive. 

They talked with local government 
officers and experts in Canberra, 
Melbourne and Sydney. Tours 
included the government of an old 
municipality, Coburg, and a newly- 
developing one with lull town 
planning in effect, Diamond Valley. 

Garbage disposal, pre-schooling 
and community participation in 
local government were among many 
specific topics they examined. 
Executive arrangements for the tour 
had been made by the Department 
of the Capital Territory, and Mr. 

Bill Cerette of the Department's 
staff accompanied the group to 


Former Chief Magistrate Mr. 
Ernest Startin-Field has bitterly 
attacked the state of law and order 
on Norfolk Island . 

Sub-poenaed to give evidence 
before the Royal Commission into 
Norfolk Island, Mr. Startin-Field 
said last Friday he wrote to the 
Administrator in April expressing 
great disquiet. 

There was an urgent need for 
remedial measures, Mr. Startin- 
Field wrote to the Administrator. 

Only one police officer had been 
available for the last month. 

"I don't accept the suggestion 
that the Island is in the throes of a 
crime wave" he said. 

But serious crime was occurring 
more often than formerly. 

In March, the Court of Petty • 
Sessions was convenedfor four 
regular sittings, with another five 
special sittings. 

On no occasion, was a court 
officer provided, 

Asa result, the police sergeant 
acted as prosecutor, as court 
officer calling witnesses, and as 
general court factotum. 

Tie Clerk of Courts was jumping 
up and down like a jack-in-the-box 
assisting him’’ Mr. Startin-Field 
wrote. 

Mr. Startin-Field listed for the 
Commission 12 duties entrusted to 
the police sergeant. 

These were: jailer, inspector of 
boarding houses, bailiff, registrar 
of dogs, truant officer, stock 
inspector, pound keeper, inspector 
of registered bulls, inspector of 
sale of food, inspector of 
slaughtering, and inspector of 


organise, handle communications 
and help with introductions and 
enquiries. 

A detailed report on the tour, 
which was paid for by a special 
Australian treasury grant, will 
probably be presented at 
Council meeting in August. 

In Sydney Crs. Richard Bataille, 
Ab Bathie and Bill Blucher took 
the opportunity to visit Charlie 
Evans and Pastor John Sharp at 
Concord Hospital. Both of them, 
and Peggy Evans, sent their 
fondest regards to friends at 
Norfolk. Both appeared to be 
getting fine care, and 
councillors said Concord is 
"everything that could be wished 
for in a hospital. " 


weights and measures. 

On traffic, Mr. Stanin-Fleld 
said : 1 Human life is endangered 
on every occasion on which one 
takes the road." 

Police completely lacked radio 
communication, and should be 
equipped with this. 

The police station should be manned 
during the day and some of the night, 
the then Chief Magistrate wrote. 

Deficiencies in law enforcement 
would have a serious effect on the up- 
and-coming generation. 

"I regret the length and tenor of 
this lener" Mr. Startin-Field noted. 

He had sent a copy of the lener 
to Canberra. 

In the reply to the Commission, 
the Administrator acknowledged 
receiving Mr, Startin-Fieid's letter 
containing views on serious matters 
directly under the control of the 
Administrator. 

Reading between the lines, he 
could not disagree with the 
summary of the problems, the 
Administrator replied. 

Action of which Mr. Startin- 
Field was not aware had been taken. 

"My office door is always open 
to you" the Administrator wrote. 

Questioned by Counsel assisting 
the Commission, Mr. Startin-Field 
said the Island Chief Magistrate 
was not empowered to grant bail. 

Bail applications were sent to 

Sydney, and returned in about 14 days. 

* In fact, prisoners were often released 
before the papers were returned. 

"Quite illegal, in my views" Mr. 
Startin-Field commented. 

On one occasion, Mr. Startin-Field 
told the commission a Government 
Minister had refused to carry out a 
judicial sentence. 

A man was sentenced to jail and 
should have gone to a New South 
Wales prison to serve the term. 

As a result, the man served his three 
month sentence on the Island, being 
taken home at night and picked up 
again next morning by police car, when 
he was locked in the cells or let out 
to do jobs like lawn mowing. 

In another case a lad with 32 
convictions was to be sent to the main¬ 
land for psychiatric treatment. 

"That lad lay in jail three months 
and two weeks, 24 hours a day before 
he was taken to the mainland" Mr, 
Startin-Field said. 

"He is now in prison. That was not 
intended." 

On tbe subject of alcohol, Mr, 
Startin-Field said: 

"Drink is a shocking problem on the 
Island. " 

. his was specially so in the case of 
teenagers. 
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Council Trip to Australia Was Highly Productive 












N £ W 


S H I P H £ N 



N 0 b 


0 N 



H E 


W A 








* . i 


Cushioned s 
cor doit tor 


§S . f 


Hydraulic lever 


easy impiement control with hydraulic lever 
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8-gear transmission . . . 

6 forward, 2 reverse speed?. 

6 P T 0 shift, inside a totally 

* 

enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 


with heavy-duty rotary blades 


- Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealir 


High lug anti*dip 


tires for wet fields 


17HP gasoiine engine . . . 

fingertip starting 






On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a ? farge tractor 
would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at all. 
That's where the Hinomoto MB-1500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and light du-y works. 

But it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
a small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a large tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling 











\ 








Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be $2250 
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DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprietor: i. W. FITZPATRICK 


P.O. BOX 220 
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Keeping Teenagers 
Out of Trouble 

Some kind of Norfolk Island youth 
council was needed to look after the 
interests of teenagers, - according to 
technician Kenneth Ricky Quintal, 

35. 

"They are getting into trouble 
through boredom" Mr. Quintal 
told the Royal Commission. 

He would like to see a full-time 
youth councillor who could get 

down to teenagers’problems. 

Financial assistance could come 
from the Norfolk Council or the 
Government of Australia. 

"I don’t mind where it comes 
from, as long as we get it" Mr. 
Quintal told the Commission. 

Fie would like to see some system 
established on. the Island to care for 
young offenders. 

"I don't like the idea of young 

people being sent to Australia" he 
said. 

Counsel assisting the Commission 
, asked Mr. Quintal what got him 
interested in youth work. 

"I’m blasted if I know" said Mr. 
Quintal, amid laughter. "I just 
fell into it. " 

The Youth Council had been formed 
approximately two months ago, and 
quite a lot of people had become 
involved. 

’’Whether they will stick it, I don’t 
know" he added. 

The Youth Centre had faded out, 

Mr. Quintal believed. 

Last time he was in there, they had 

a trampoline, a mini-pool table and 
a table tennis table. 

"I wouldn't go myself" he said. 
There's not enough equipment in 
there." 

He had attended a seminar in 
Canberra on youth work. 

Asked by Sir John Nimmo had he 
benefited from the seminar Mr. 
Quintal replied: "It seems to me 
some of the heads there should be 
the ones getting treatment." 


TOURIST BOOM WILL NOT 


NEWS "MINI-ADS" 




Wanted to Buy 

Cheap motor car, registered. 
Minimum rust. Contact Robin 
Smith at Torrie Glen. 


Carpenters 


Laborers 


Wanted: Carpenters, $3.50 per hour; 
Laborers, $2.50 per hour. 

New Works Depot, New Cascade Rd. 



Public Notice 

| From the 21st July, 1975 I will not be 
Jresponsible for debts incurred in my 
Jname without my written consent. 
‘PETER J. CONNOLLY. 


Tourism is the one Norfolk boom 
that won't bust, 26-year-old Sydney 
bt rn accountant Kevin P. Hooper 

• maintains. 

If the boom subsides a little, it 
can be enlivened by increasing 
the present promotion spending of 

• 30 cents per tourist. 

With tourism now near its 

ceiling in numbers, the quality 

can be improved and agriculture 
boosted. 

These were among the points 
made in a lengthy submission 
to the Commission that won praise 
for its detailed research. 

Mr. Hooper told the 
commission that Norfolk Island's 
taxation was far ahead of 
Australia's, judged by the recent 
Australian Asprey Report. 

The gist of the Asprey Report 
was that taxation should be 
shifted towards taxes on goods 
and services, rather than on 
income. 

Mr. Hooper wanted to see 
Norfolk win independence from 
Australia by steps charted 
carefully over the next ten to 
fifteen years. ■ 

Norfolk was just not part of 
Australia, Mr. Hooper insisted 
and should develop a two-house 
system of government to make 
its own laws. 

These should receive Royal 
Assent as a "seal of approval." 

"The present system of 
arbitrary government of Norfolk 
Island would be happily ended, " 

Mr. Hooper said. 

Pitcairners should assert their 
traditional rights by voting 
Pitcairners into a ten man, three - 
year-term Legislative assembly, 
which would in turn elect a four 
man Cabinet or Council. 

The Council could provide 
subsidies for fencing, fertiliser, 

^and land clearance, and should 
arrange to have growers taught 
how to use their land better. 

Planning and marketing of 
produce would avoid gluts. 

Additional revenue could 
come from a tourist 
accommodation levy of, say 
five percent (which would return 
$175, 000 this year; airport de¬ 
parture tax ($2) returning $38, 000, 
business licences of $50 ($10, 000;, 
and a $5 charge for a six-month 


Position Vacant 

At the Milk Bar Ferny Lane for 
a responsible storeman. Good 
wages and benefits offered. 
Please see Keith Jarvis or call 

9997 

C* L* 1 « 


BUST, ACCOUNTANT SAYS 

employment permit. 

Mr. Hooper warned that the 
recommended Butland Report rate 
of increase would bring the 
permanent population to 2000 in 
1983, but 5400 by 2050, 7 5 years 
* from now. j 

This would alienate 700 acres 
of rural land. 

Mr. Hooper said: "1 would say 
the growth of the tourist industry,, 
once the number of tourists has 
increased to the optimum limit, 
being one of quality rather than 
quantity and I think at that stage, 
subject to harmony between the 
growers and accommodation and 
hotel proprietors, J think that 

there is an inevitable avenue for 
profitable growth in the primary 

sector." 

Sir John commented: "I would 
have thought so myself, Mr. 

% Hooper. I find myself in complete 
accord with you. ” 

t's just a matter of making it 
work out in practice, but it does 
seem to me very desirable that 
the hotels and other people who 

are entertaining and accomm- 

# 

odating tourists should provide a 
market for local agricultural 
produce. 

Dancers, Puppets and 
Maybe Jazz at Rawson 

THE NEXT PRESENTATION by 
the Arts Council of Norfolk Island 
will be The Dos Maravillas Spanish 
Dance Group at the Rawson Hall on 
Thursday 11th September. 

The Council also hopes to provide 
a special program for the Norfolk 
Island Central School on Friday 
September 12th. 

In October the council has arranged 
a program by the Griffiths Marionette 
Theatre. It will be presented Octo¬ 
ber 23rd, with a proposed school 
performance the next day. 

Both groups are well known on the 
Australian Circuit, 

President Ned Lenthall reports that 
most members who completed the 
questionnaire regarding proposed 
workshops asked for painting and 
drawing. The committee has re¬ 
quested an instructor in that field. 
When dates are known they will be 
published. Workshops in other media 
will be arranged when groups of 
approximately 15 or more request 
them. At this time, workshops are 
restricted to members of the Arts 
Council. 

The committee is also negotiat¬ 
ing with a seven piece jazz band 
for performances during October. 
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absentee Landlords own 709 aces of Norfolk 


Absentee litidloici held 709 acres 
G § Norfolk Island, the Registrar of 
Lands, Mr. ivens Francois Buffett 


told the Royal Co 

jr 

m miss Ion 

Companies own< 

rd 246 ac 

the statu* of these 

com pan 

be indicated in a 

later sub 



Of Norfolk's 8^ thousand acres 
crown reserves accounted for 1722 
acres, and commons 50 acres. 

Mr. Buffett told the Commission 
that ” prostitution" of the Family 

m '* 

Clause 


rt 


the land ordinance . 
occurred from; 1969 to 1973. 

Under the Land Subdivision 
Ordinance of 1967, he explained, 
a resident with relatives could 
subdivide land by transfer of portions 
to the relatives. 

"At that stage there were no 
restrictions on what the relatives 
could do with the land” Mr. Buffett 
said. 

So-called land agents were 
coming into possession of fairly 

large areas. 

"Being resident Morfolk Islanders 
of Prcairn lineage, what they did 
was to transfer land to their wives, 
cousins or sons. 

"There was no restriction on the 
son, so he sold his portion." 

During the peak years of the land 
boom, Mr. Buffett said, about 1970 
to 1972, land was bringing up to 


$10, 000 an acre. 

When Sir John Mimmo asked if 
many Pitcairners had parted with 
their land, or some of it, Mr. 

Buffett said many had. 

Sir John said he would like to see 
how much Pitcairners’ land had gone 
out of their hands in the last ten 
years. 

Mr. Buffett said in answer to a 
question by Counsel that he thought 
Torrens Title was most desirable. 


THIS WEEK'S WITNESSES 

Here are the witnesses scheduled 
to appear before the Royal Commission 
this week; 

Monday; Phil Page, Alan Buffett, 

Mrs. Mira Martin, B. T. Bates. 
Tuesday; Dr. H.B. Smith, W.M, 
Randall, David Buffert, Charles 
Menzies. 

Wednesday; Mrs. Merval Hoare, 
C.G.F. Quintal, Ken Adams, Barry 
Christian. 

Thursday: Submission to be presented 
by Morfolk Island Council. 

Friday; J. Ryves, W.J. Lackey. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr. Hampson, said more people 
might be called, and it was hoped to 
announce the names of these add- 

HP 

itional witnesses the day before. 


'farm Made S412 p.a 

Beef farming an area of 60 acres 
leased at $36.60 a year had grossed 
$3, 3<So. 15 in the eight years to 
1975, 80-year-old Herbert Summer- 
scales told the Royal Commission. 

That was $412,52 a year. 

Only half the land was t usable, and 
he was concerned by proposals to 

increase leases by 1000 per cent. 

"Over the years we have tried 
growing bean seed, potatoes, beans, 
vegetables and other crops" he said. 

But all these crops were seasonal. 
There was little between supply and 
oversupply, and none brought in a 
steady income or enough to live on, 
"Here it’s feast or famine. You 
have a lot or you have nothing." 

Dairying was dependent on 
having cheap labor available — 
for instance, family labor, and 
required a lot of capital. 

If the animal Quarantine Station 
had gone ahead, Mr. Summercales 
said, the demand for produce would 
have enabled many Islanders to 
return to the land. 

Mr. Sumrnerscales said he had 
lived on Norfolk Island for 26 years, 
and his son Peter, 44, helped him 
work the lease. 

Fencing costs were now terrific, 
and at present fence posts were 
unobtainable. 
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*LUNCH hT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 


3k The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk's premier hotel. 
* Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only 81.50 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeific 


telephone 2166 



things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 

ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 

and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood 
poultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or 


tea 



MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - 9.30PM 



BARBEQUE 7 - 9.30PM 


GE SIX 




















Commissioner Commends Wives & Mothers Club 


The Royal Commissioner, Sir 
John Nirnrno, congratulated the 
Norfolk Island Wives and Mothers 
Club on their activities. 

"I would like to compliment the 
Club on the fine work it is doing" 
Sir John said. 


ABC? "NO!" SAYS POTTS 

Officia' Secretary Charles I ven s 
"Potts" Buffett has strongly con¬ 
demned suggestions that the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
take over Radio Norfolk* 

As a matter of fact, I would 
loath the idea" Mr, Buffett rold 
the Royal Commission. 

Earlier, Mr. Buffett agreed with 
Counsel assisting the Commission 
that Radio Norfolk had grown like 
Topsy, using second-hand and 
donated equipment. 

The station had progressed from 
a ten minute broadcast of shipping 
information in 1952 to today’s 
seven-day-a-week programs of 
the maximum nine hours a day 
permitted by the PMG licence. 

Mr. Buffett revealed that $16, 000 
had been budgeted for Radio 
Norfolk by the Admin for current 
financial year. 

This was twice as much as before. 

Asked w'hy the Broadcasting Board 
appointed several years ago had never 
functioned, Mr. Buffett said he did 
not know. 

’"he Board had met on several 
occasions, but that was as far as it 
went. 

Counsel then suggested that the 
local radio news and current affairs 
programs could be greatly improved 

if run bv the ABC. 

/ 

Mr. Buffett said he didn’t think 
so. The station would be better 
operated locally, "not by the 
ABC, not by an outside body. " 

The Administrator was ultimately 
responsible for all programs 
broadcast, Mr. Buffett said. 





"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
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Brian Nunn Speaks Of 

N1 1 s FRAG ILE ECONOMY 

Norfolk’s economy was fragile, 
according to Cambridge economist 
Bryan Nunn. 

Mr. Nunn told the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island that 
he had been here nearly four years. 

He told Sir John Nimmo he left 
England because he was disillusioned 
with the way things were going there. 

Tourism offered as sound a basis as 
any for the Island’s economy, he said. 

But avenues existed for tourism to 
be supplemented. 

These included encouragement of 
food production. 

However, Mr. Nunn warned, "It's 
not an easy Island in which to grow 

things." ' ’ " V' ; 

"I believe more could be done on 
the Island in helping to make it more 
practical and economical to grow 
things" he said, "by subsidy on those 
things that are necessary. 

T am concerned that the Island 
sets about seeing how it can 
encourage vegetable g/owing." 

The limiting factor was water. 

Another possible industry might 
be the export of furniture made 
locally from Island timbers. 

On communications, Mr. Nunn 
suggested the Island would be better 
off with smaller planes arriving at 
one or two day intervals rather 
than big airciaft landing twice a 
week. 

Norfolk should have a degree ot 
self-determination, Mr. Nunn 
suggested, as a self-governing 
territory within the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

"I don’t believe that Norfolk 
Island should seriously consider any 
form of complete independence, lie 

said. 

Norfolk must remain closely linked 

with a major power. 

Of these, Australia was the natura 1 
choice, for historical, social and 
emotive ties, and for convenience. 

An elected Island Council should 
have the power to raise revenue by 
direct or indirect means. 

Australia should retain the right 
to veto island laws harmful fo 
Australian interests, Mr. Nunn told 
the Commission. 


"I hope you get your building soon” 
he added. 

The club president, Mrs. Jan 
Christian had told Sir John Nimmo 
how a bank balance of $10, 000 had 
been raised towards the cost of the 


But Carol rtHams Says 

WAGES SHUULO BE MORE 

Norfolk Islanders should receive 
Australian award wages, Mrs. Carol 
L. Adams, 36, told the Royal 
Commission on behalf of herself and 
her nusband George "Mac" Adams, 
47. 

Australian tax should be paid, and 
Australian benefits received. 

Norfolk Island workers should have 
the protection of the Trades and 
Labor Council* 

However, death and gift duties 
should not be imposed, as this would 
break up family landholdings. 

Pitcairners' rights were more 
traditions, Mrs. Adams said, of 
generosity, gentleness and 
hospitality. 

This had caused Islanders to 
"make easy prey" for outsiders. 

There was no standardisation of 
wage structure at present, Mrs. 
Adams said. 

Counsel asked Mrs. Adams what 
girls working in the hotels were 
paid. 

Some were paid as little as $1.00 
an hour, Mrs. Adams said. Some 
had meals provided, some not. 

Other points made by Mrs. Adams 

- Health and Education: Australia 
should pay, and Norfolk Islanders 
should be eligible for the Medibank 
scheme. 

- Government: Norfolk to be a 
self-governing territory. 

- Council: Permanent residents 

only to vote. 

- Airport: "I don't want to travel 
1000 miles in a two engined aircraft. 

They had lived on the Canberra 
airport, and noticed birds and 
animals were not affected by noise. 

- Quarantine Sration: would have 
been good for the Island. 

- Population; numbers must be 

strictly controlled. 

- Entry: all Norfoik-bom to have 
right of entry. Should not be based 
on wealth for others, but on 
availability of special skills. 

- Radio Norfolk: Anhouncers 
should be paid award wages, and if 
the Island cannot afford this, the 

















Tines have Changed 


Coapletely, 
tells the C 


Don Adans 
Commission 


Children were caught manners 
when he was young, 53-year-old 
Mr. Donald Daniel Adams to HI 
the Royal Commission into Norfolk 

Island. 

Children were taught to work hard 
and to obey their parents, and to 
respect their elders, recalled Mr. 
Adams, a public servant. 

“ Norfolk Island should be inde- 


STEVE NOBBS: DAUBER I 
PUBLIC SERVICE 6R0WTH 

STEPHEN NOBBS, 43, head of an 
Island action group, told the Royal 
Commission that old island families 


Judge and Barrister 


Pay Visits 



Homes 


of Two Island Women 



pendent and governed by the 
Norfolk Island people without any 
interference from Australia, ” 

Mr. Adams said. 

On social security, Mr. Adams 
said that Islanders looked after 
their own to the best of their 

ability. 

Tht j was a much better 
arrangement than having outside 

fence. 

He objected to the idea of 
paying taxes to Australia. 

Asked about the efficiency of 
communications with the outside 
world, Mr. Adams re 

”Communications with the 
outside world means news of 
death and taxes, and Norfolk 
Island has all the communications 
It needs. ” 

Counsel assisting the Commission 
asked Mr. Adams if the younger 
generation were following the old 



had great faith in the traditional 
way things have been done. 

The Pitcairn peopie prefer to 
leave things as they were after 
Queen Victoria gave them ;:he 
Island, and not to run he risk of 
being fooled by any more words 
that they don’t understand* *’ he 
said. 

He was worried about the number 
of people employed by the Admin. 

’The biggest danger to Norfolk 
Island at the moment is the 
public service and the way that 
its numbers are growing* he said. 

The Island group he represented 
was not opposed to joying Island 
taxes, Mr. Nobbs said. 

They agreed that Norfolk should 
be self-governing, with an 
executive officer replacing the 
Administrator. 

Mr. Nobbs felt that the Island 
urgently needed an experienced 
orchardtst, aad chat land should 
be made available to such a man 
wishing to settle here. 

As a saw miller, he was worried 
that many Norfolk Pines he saw 
being milled were very often 




”1 regret to say they are 
Mr. Adams answered. "The times 
have changed completely.” 


He put this down to disease, and 
insect living under the lichen on 
pine b«k, and encroachment by 
kikuyu grass, and would like to see 
research done. 


The Royal Commission visited two 
Island dwellings on Monday after¬ 
noon -- those of,90-year-old Miss 
Helen Evelyn Buffett, and Mrs. 
Gladys Brook. 

Miss Buffett told the Judge, Sir 
John Nimmo, that she was happy 
with the submission prepared for 
her by Mr. N. H. McIntyre. 

This submission was read to the 
Roya;. Commission next day. 

In it, Miss Buffett said her grand¬ 
father had treasured a document, 
stamped with red wax and signed 
’Victoria R, * granting him 50 
acres of land. 

"Often when resting he used to 
get it out and look at it” Miss 
Buffett recalled. 

She remembered well the 
evictions of Islanders from the 
houses in Quality Row, which 
happended when she was in her 
20s. . 

4 

The Administrator at the time 
was a very stern man. 

He told the Islanders that they 
were not caring for the houses 
properly. If they did not sign a 
paper agreeing to look after them, 
they were evicted. 

Miss Buffett said that she 
understood the ’historical rights’ 
of the Pitcairn descendants granted , 
by Queen Victoria were the right 
to the land and the right to make 
their own laws. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 



do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeClie$.ne , s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


complaint? 


There it 
Bureau: 


suggestion 
write 


box 


bouquet 

t the Tourist 


w 


Box 


Mostly, Rurnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12,30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to he open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant* things 
about running a small 9hop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if yen find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t .be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Phllp’s store it Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

,, , | m ■ , T ^ jiM IH !■ - — .. rTifc 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk mav be the last place in the 

/ * 

world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail fre the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Ldie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work onger hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day bur Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
die mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 

unnerved. . , Jj St 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 



I on Norfolk 

I f l MONDAY 

M - — " ‘ 

Housie, Leagues Club 
I Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
! Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY } • . 

I Film, Paradise Hotel 
I ; Film, Leagues Club 
j; Darts, R. S. L. Club 
jj WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
; N, I. Council meeting 2pm 

I Film, sm’bord. Valley View 

N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 

| TH URSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L, Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
. Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

| Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
| Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
| Housie, R. $. L. Club. 
jiSUNDAY 

I Film, sm'bord; Valley View 
| Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
1 Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

i 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 

yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 
Christine Sheridan is the phone 

operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
lOan) to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays, 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$ 3 . 75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus Si.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 

or Sunday. ‘ 1 ' Hf* 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 

by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spot'- 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLAC E 
) may be out of town* 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip- 
nine shirts, cotton dresses and 

I ™ 

blouses and pleasing small gifts* 
Continue along Taylor's Poad 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpcxl 



M/MMEO 

. nnemstt. m 

D , 


“|14 c NORFOI.K 1 SI AVI) 

PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 

stamps, 1st Day Covers 


UETY OF SETS 
Hospital Corner 




























































we love, musip. % 
If you love'music 
you will ultirnatel* 


Sony now redefines what a radio is ail about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55 - a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit - for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and function.,. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a ‘ship and shore'' porta¬ 
ble, On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 



Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radio for ex¬ 
clusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio features 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equipping 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superb sensi¬ 
tivity. You can select either Local or OX (Distance) mode for the 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptionally 
sharo selectivity is assured due to ceramic filter in the IF stage. 
The impressive 1 5-watt power output from the large speaker 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the more in¬ 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise engineer¬ 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performance for 
many years to come. * ' 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on house¬ 
hold cjrrent>v»th the use of an optional AC power adaptor. 



esearch Makes the Difference 













Low-Priced Grog, bui 
Remember Band’s t lours 

.The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Stofe, 
in the New Military Barracks 

compound at Kingston, 

The store is open Monday through . 

Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from. 2 p.m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range o 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 

# 

beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select* They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bortlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature * 

bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if vou want to take some cheer 

y ; / , . 

back home with you. 

" -mi 

* 

k Priority N.l. Need 

NotfoiR meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
. people on Norfolk support and con- . 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospi tal. 

Hnr+nn •^••30-11.30 and 2-3 Mon-M 
UUU LUi * Sat. (urgent only) 9- 0am 

DeniIs: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting:*^; 2 - 4 ? 7 ~ 8 - 30 _ 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 

* 

mav be forwarded to the News.R, O.Box 94. 

4 ^ 

Visitors Welcome at 
1.1. Church Services 

* CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8* 00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm» 

■ Father Des. Scanlon, 


Nor.dk Island Nc-w» •• Tourlii Lift-Out 

* 



That correct gentleman, 

Capt a in James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 

the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy, 
(For historians, Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' !>ogs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It If 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1603; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1325 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 





EMCiOrm? 

* n en rr t 


CAAtaCMlH- 


ppuce jXi / 

c ov- 

THE KINGSTON PIER AREA. AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by 

Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieurenant Phillip Gidl^ King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took a ong 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts* 

For some time there was question of 
whether Svdnev in New South Wales 

/ 4 

or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and'difficulty of access being wo of 
them, and if was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania* The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
‘and and eke out an existence, and 


N* I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 

time when some of the crudest : 
punishments in British history were 

meted out. V 

in 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, \94 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated itcairn, 
and for romantic tvA practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 

■ gp 

genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here vcould 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk island was 

k created a "distinct and separate 
. settlement. '' In 1913 the Island 

became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an AdminLrtra T or appointed by 
. Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at $t. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p. m. Sunday* 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Fastor John L. Sharp. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m. t 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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ITS A PtEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 




I 1 W 


arc .1 »'e» r. the i v t -in. to jee on the island. Enjoy them during the Jay -- you can shop late at the Mi!'' Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 
2SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 


1 


DUNCOMBE BA ^ 


2 


3 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRA HON ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 cfeMETKBY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

t 

fjpl.OODY BRIDGE, site o‘ one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

3 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 Q. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 

(gjfrUSTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 
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A NSON BA Y 
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CASCADE PIER 


7 
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10 


11 


12 
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14 


15 


16 


17 
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STEELS POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POI NT ROSS 


EMILY BAY 


POINT HUNTER 
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All roads lead to the complete holiday mil 

Norfolk Island Mi 


mart 

Bar 

THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


4 * 

7 On Am A.. Q _ni (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
•JU alU 10 9 DID only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that.. ..) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. . .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve* items 
...soft drinkj...biscuits, crackers and savouries...Ice cream...imported cheeses...lollipops...magazines...batteries, 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers...tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con- 
dlmenrs...picnic supplies...games...artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods,..sliced luncheon meats. ..fresh fruits and vegies 

when Norfolk has f err,.. needle s and cotton, and almost anvthins else vmi’ve forpotfen. pvpt/ rfav nf th p 

























Many 


II 


Bounty 


tl 


llames in Crews that 


Work the Ships lighterage system may setm primitive 

* The men who work it almost all have 


* 


While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your f amily have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the li ;ht-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use* eat, 
sleep on* ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged* sometimes 
improvised "weYe ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett* the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading* 
electricity work and much else* 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert J 
Jackson, Boof Quintal* Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian* Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams* Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman’s duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran* 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham* Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 

McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, rom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushell*. Quintal, Nana Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound* and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k c gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal 1 jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work it done by small 
winches* slings* cranes and muscle* 
The lighters are swept into piertide 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare 
foot. The "discipline'* and the safe- 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents* but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SFA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHFN THF SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER JN. 

times get*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under S10 a 
ton, ail in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15, 

Sit near the pier and watch for as 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 

f 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAMF ASHORF IN A SLING 


LAST LOAD OUT IS THE UGHTERS 
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BURNS PHILP In I.) LTD. guororitees you on ‘Unrivalled 
After Soles Service. 

All Electronic Equipment, Cameras, Binoculars, Home 
Appliances ond Watches are tested by our expert staff 
before being sold to tourists. 

Despite our rigid precautions it is inevitable that 
mechaoicoi and/or electrical faults will occasionally 
develop during the Warranty Period even in the high 
quality world famous brands we sell. 

Should a fault develop in the Warranty Period on any 
item purchased directly from our Company, then o!i 
you need do is to call on or otherwise contact your 
nearest Burns Philo Branch or subsidiary in‘Australia & 
New Zealand. 

Arrangements will then be promptly made for the 
article to be competently repaired at our expense. 

,# v /1 

This service is a’so available at any of, our other world 
wide branches. No other Company can offef such an 
extensive After Sales Service should' a fault. develop 
while on article is under Warranty. 
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HERE IS A COPY oi part of a tetter 
rrom Kl. Hon Henry Labouchere to 
Governor Denison, written January 
21st, 1856, discussing details of 
how the Pitcairn community should 

be administered once it re-settled 
on Norfolk: 

"Sir, I have received your desptach 
No. 135 of 3rd. Sept last... 

It will also be proper, as you have 
suggested, to refuse to sell or grant 
lands in this small Island to any other 
than the race by which it is now 
inhabited, and to hold out as little 
encouragement as possible to the 
domestication there of any other 
races unti 1 the present experiment 
be fully tried. 

I leave it to you to determine 
whether any public officer must be 
sent amongst them, and if so, with 
what powers and in what capacity, 
for the superintendence of their 
a: airs. At the moment of arrival 
it certainly may be expected to be 
indispensable that someone should 
be present with authority to regulate 
. the disposition of land and of the 
other property on the Island, to 
guard against or settle disputes, and 
to give an answer to the numerous 
questions which cannot but arise in 
first occupying an entirely new 
territory. It would seem expedient 
that lots of not more than moderate 
dimensions should be assigned at 
first to the different families so as 
to avoid too rapid an appropriation 
of the limited surface of this small 
Island, and to keep a reserve for the 
further increase of the race. On 
this and other questions connected 
with the first reception and settle¬ 
ment of the new comers, you are in 
the best position to lay down general 
rules for the guidance of any officer 
by whom the operation is to be 
superintended. / 

The course to be afterwards pursued 
in this respect I also leave, as I have 
above said to your discretion; but 
after these earliest arrangements 
are made, it will be satisfactory to 
me if I shall learn that you have 
found it safe and expedient to 
leave this people to the sole manage¬ 
ment of their own affairs, as has 
hitherto been the case in Pitcairn 
Island; sending however, occasionally 

some trustworthy person among them 
to report upon their condition. 

In conclusion, I will merely say 
that, from the interest which you are 
certain to take in their welfare, and 
which indeed, you have already 
manifested in the present measure, I 
feel that it must be necessary for me 
to recommend a population whose 
past history and conduct have so 
greatly excited the sympathy of the 
people of this country to your 


especial care and protection. 

1 have sent a copy of this despatch 
to Sir H. Young, desiring him, if 
there should be any delay in the 
arrival of the order In Council so that 
his legal power over the Island could 
not be formally put to an end to 
before the arrival of the Pitcairn 
people, to act in co-operation with 
yourself, and to ratify any steps 
which you may have taken.*’ 


ALONG WITH letters and copies of 
documents much older, the Quintal 
Papers include a much-read copy of 
the report of the 1926 Royal Comm¬ 
ission into Norfolk Island affairs. 

Here is the concluding passage from 
the report, illustrating that Royal 
Commissions can produce firm 
recommendations, and bring changes 
to pass. 

— fc 

In the evidence reviewed in the 
preceding pages of this Report the 
justification for inquiry into die 
administrative affairs of Norfolk 
Island and complaints of the residents 
has been clearly established. As 
your Commissioner’s views are re¬ 
produced under each subject, it is 
not considered necessary to further 
enlarge upon them. 

2. To the record of the present 
Administrator has been placed his 
excellent work in the rehabilitation 
of public buildings; his efforts direct¬ 
ed to reafforestation, improved 
methods of agriculture, and the 
establishment of favorable markets 
for island products; his commendable 
2 eal in matters relating to improve¬ 
ment of stock; and his practical en - 
couragement in the ship-building 
and commercial enterprises recently 
undertaken by the Islanders. 

3, It is, however, most unfortunate 
that the temperament of the present 
Administrator is not in harmony with 
the social and general atmosphere of 
this isolated community. The eviden¬ 
ce reveals that his tendency through¬ 
out has been to usurp the powers vest¬ 
ed in him for the protection of the 
people, and disregard the need of en¬ 
couraging sympathetic understanding 
and co-operation. Although in die 
earlier period of his regime he recog¬ 
nized the delicate position in which 

an Administrator is placed in hearing 
the differences of the Islanders be¬ 
fore they are stated in evidence 
before him by litigants, it is mani¬ 
fest that in the exercise of his judicial 
functions his conduct was distinctly 
combatant and quite inconsistent 
with the principles of justice. Apart 
from the strictly judicial duties of his 
office, it is regrettable that he acted 


upon uncorroborated 
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rogatory to the mhabi**- 
which simple inquiry 
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made clear to him 
in fact. 





4. Although officers possessing the 
qualifications and other requirements 
specified by the Administrator were 
appointed as vacancies occurred, the 
sworn statements indicate that hit 
actions disturbed, if not destroyed, 
that esprit de corps so essential to the 
satisfactory administration of this 

remote Territory of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

5. It is patent that the views of 
the Administrator and those of the 
residents are so widely divergent that 
healthy co-operation is not possible, 
and after full consideration of the 
evidence, "our Commissioner is 
forced to the conclusion that the 
interests of the Commonwealth and 

of Norfolk Island would best be served 
by the immediate withdrawal of the 
present Administrator in favour of 
one possessed of proved temperamen¬ 
tal suitability and a knowledge of 
community oversight and manage¬ 
ment. This conclusion is strength¬ 
ened by personal observations during 
a period of three months’ residence 
on the Island. 


SUGGESTIONS 

(a) That in the interests of the 
Commonwealth and Norfolk Island, 
the present Administrator be recalled 
without delay. 

(b) That in the appeintment of 
future Administrators, where admin¬ 
istrative capacity of those under con¬ 
sideration is equal, preference be 
given to a man of legal training or 
one possessing sound knowledge of 
procedure combined with proved 
ability in the assessment of evidence, 
without, if possible, departing from 
the policy of the Government in its 
relation to returned soldiers. 

In future selections, due consider¬ 
ation to the psychology of the Nor¬ 
folk Islanders should be given; the 
temperament of a prospective Admin¬ 
istrator, if not compatible with, 
should be capable of ready adapt- 
ability to the social conditions of 
the Island. This applies with equal 
force to the appointee’s wife, who 
must necessarily at all time be in 
close association with the inhabitants, 
and whose moral influence upon the 
lives of the people is a factor to be 
seriously considered. " 

( After expressing thanks for the 
co-operation he had 
Mr. WhysaU said "Your 
Commission is returned 
and that was the end of his report. 
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Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 


comprehensive range of ; 

stationer? Items for home, j 

* * 

office, club, ?choo 1, gift * 

and personal use. j 
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frequency, 1570 KHZ 


NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 

; 1. World & Local; 5.30 

1.00 News Radio Aust. 

2. 00 Royal Commission 




MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 
10. UO Royal Commission 

S 

Proceedings 

L 00 News Radio Aust, / 

Local News 

2. 00 Roval Commission 

4 

4, 30 Daisy Bates 

5. 00 Big Band Sound 

5. 30 News Aust, 

6. 00 Close Down 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Ronnie Aldrich 

10, 00 Royal Commission 
LOO Radio Aust. News 

1.15 Methodist Prog, 
2.00 Royal Commission 

4. 30 Daisy Bates 

5. 00 Brothers In Law 

(Comedy) 

5. 30 News Aust. 

5. 40 Sports Magazine 

6. 00 Close * j 

WEDNESDAY 

l m 00 Music 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10.00 Roval Commission 

* 


4. 30 Daisy Bates 

j 

5. Ou International Cali 

5, 30 New s Radio Aust, 

6, 00 Close 

THURSDAY 

7, 00 Music (Toon) 

9. 30 Magazine, of the - 

Arts 

10. 00 Royal Commission 
1, 00 News Radio Aust. 

L i5 Seventh Dav Adven, 

4 

2,00 Royal Commission 

4. 30 Daisy Bates 

5. 00 Requests 

5, 30 Radio Aust. Ne’-'S 
G. 00 Close 

FRIDAY 

7, 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr.Finlay’s Case¬ 

book 

10,00 Royal Commission 

1. 00 Radio Aust. News 

1.15 Church of England 

2. 00 Royal Commission 

4. 30 Daisy Bates 

5. 00 World of Books 


5 . 15 Bookworm 

5, 30 News Radio Aust. 

6, 00 Close 
SATURDAY 

11. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12, 00 Local News 
12. Co Top of Pops 
1, 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1, 30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sport. Serv. 

■SUNDAY 
4. 00 Music 
4, 45 Top of Pops 

(Repeat) 

5.30 World News 
C. 00 The Giums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children’s story 

7, 00 Magician's Nephew 

(Ivan reads children’s 
story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan 3 

8.15 Accused in the Box 

8.45 Gilbert & Sullivan 

9.30 Classical Showcase 
10, 00 Close. 


MUSIC IN LUNDON by Michael Moran 


I RECENTLY CAME across a re¬ 
cording of two works of what could 
be described as ’sociable’ music, so 
agreeable, melodious and easy-going 
that I must recommend it. Both are 
by Franz Schubert; A Sonata for Piano 

4 

and Arpcggibne and a set of Varia¬ 
tions for piano and flute on ’Trockne 
B lumen* from Die sc hone Mullerin, 
They are performed on original in¬ 
struments which give a warm wash 
of authentic romantic tone colour, 
the delicacy intensely suggestive 
of pale dusk and summer month* 
(although written in the bitter win¬ 
ter months of 1824). 

"What is an Arpeggione 0 " 1 hear 
you cry. The following account of 
the instrument appears in the 
Allgemeine Musikalishe Zeitung of 
30th April 1823, referring to the 
violin and guitar maker J.G. Stauffer 
and the details of an instrument 
"which he calls the Guitarre d’Amour, 
similar in form to normal guitars 
but larger in compass, strung with 
covered and gut strings, which are 
not however plucked with the fingers 
but played with a bow. rhe beauty, 
richness and attractiveness of its 
tone approach that of the oboe in its 
high and the basset horn in its low 
register..It has a fretted finger¬ 
board and 6 string?.' The instrument' 
used in this recording is from the 
Berlin Musical Instrument Museum 
and evokes rhe pleasant melancholy 
of the first movement splendidly. 

The piano tone in this recording 


captivated me most completely. It 
is reminiscent of chalk pastels of 
romantic reveries, an applicable 
analogy for the Arpeggione Sonata, 

The instrument is a TlammeriItigeT 
by Brodmann, made in Vienna circa 
1810. 

* 

The virtuoso treatment of the in¬ 
tense yet restrained ’Trockene Blumer’ 
may perturb lovers of Schubert’s 
song, but the Introduction is incom¬ 
parable, A different ’Hammer flu get' 
is used here: an 1838 ' Conrad Graf/ 
Imperial and Royal Court Piano Maker 
Vienna". : he tone is richer and more 
intense, less round and flutelike, more 
modern. It blends well with the 
bright 1830 concert flute (made of 
ebony with ivory mounts.) 

1 can't avoid suspecting that the 
inrimate nature and intention cu much 
chamber music is defeated and vio¬ 
lated by the colours of 2 0th century 
instruments at war with the coughing, 
wheezing and heaving thousands that 
frequent our vast concert halls. The 
grammophone has magical powers of 
suggestion if used selectively and 
with purpose. As dusk settles with 
reverence over the sea, place r his 
platter, calm strenuous reasoning, 
lower the stylus, a delicate volume 
and I envy your fond imaginings at 
the slow close of day. 

ARC1UV Produktion 2533 175 Klaus 

_ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ __ j 

Storck, Arpeggione - Hans-Mar tin 
Linde, Traversflote - Alfons Kontar- 
sky, Hammerflugel. ' ’ • 
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have been cancelled. 


EDITORIAL 

(continued from page 1) 

informal, by Norfolk standards. 

The Officers Quarters building 
may.be familiar, but it has an 
austere, correct atmosphere. 

When the Commissioner enters .or 
leaves, all stand in silence. When 
a visitor enters or leaves, he or 
she pauses at the head of the stairs, 
faces the Commissione., and bows. 
The lack of black robes, and 
permission to remain seated while 
speaking, don't make the hearings 
"informal and relaxed." They are 
as stiff as a board, 

2. The senior barrister is trained 
and intelligent and he is applying 
himself attentively every minute he 
is in the chamber. But by Norfolk 
standards he is not helping to draw 
people out. He is acting like a 
prosecuting attorney. He gives one 
the impression that he knows a lot 
about Norfolk already and has formed 
pretty clear ideas about what is 
possible for the Island and what is 
impossible. Witnesses who have 
other ideas -- unless they can 
support them with statistics, charts, 
surveys, lists of names -- appear to 
be treated with disbelief, near- 
ricjicule, disdain. When a witness 
expresses a notion that is inadequately 
thought through, and obviously has 
little that is concrete, to contribute, 
the senior barrister seldom leaves it 
at that: he edges the witness 

slowly out to the end of a limb in 
order to iteave him dangling there. 

This may be winning procedure in 
a court room. In a subtle and 
difficult enquiry it is counter¬ 
productive. 

3. Mr. Dudley's appeal for 
everyone to hurry down to Kingston 
and express opinions seems even more 
counter-productive. At the outset, 

Mr. Hampson said the Commission 
was .looking for opinions and for 
facts. Surprisingly, at the end of 
jus- two weeks, it would seem that 
nearly enough ’opinions" have been 
expressed. It is time for facts -- and 
facts take time and effort to assemble. 
It may keep the Commission's 
calendar full to ha ye everyone rush 

to the inquiry and tell about the good 
old days: but for the true purposes of . 
the Royal Commission that would be, 
in the eloquent word of Elva Yager, 
bullshit. 

4. The Commission may be 
underestimating a couple oh basic 
facts about Norfolk Island. One is 
that (except for some retired people 
of independent’means) this is one of 
the hardest-working places in the 
world. Almost everybody has two, 
three or more occupations to tend to, 
gets up early, works late, and goes 

to bed stunned at how much more 
there is to do tomorrow. We cannot 


readily find time to assemble really 
well thought-out proposals quickly. 

We can do so, given time, but we 
can't be ready Tuesday. 

The other basic fact about Norfolk 
is that the Island has for years been 
kept politically impotent. There 
has been little purpose in discussing 
and refining political theories about 
the Island's government because 
Ministers and Administrators and 
Department desk men have just gone 
ahead and done things their own way 
anyway. In February this year we 
learned with interest that Sir John 
Nimmo was being appointed to come 
make an inquiry into Norfolk's 
future --an inquiry in which he 
would use his skills to make the 
rounds of the Island to try to see i: 
he could find a consensus of opinion. 

In May we learned with uncertainty 
that it was to be something radically 
different; a Royal Commission. In 
July we are suddenly told by the 
Commission's secretary that "unless 
people come forward to inform the 
Royal Commission, the purpose will 
be frustrated and the cost incurred 
will be thrown away". 

5, With respect, the News suggests 
that the Commissioner and his staff 
reflect on the meaning of the word 
'inquire". It is an active verb, not 
a passive verb. Her Majesty has 
given an order to Sir John, which he 
has accepted: "We require you as 
expeditiously as possible to make 
your inquiries , e . " She did not say 
"We require you to receive such 
information as may be put to you..." 

The Commissioner acknowledged this 
in his opening remarks. "It is my 
duty" he said "to obtain all the 
information I can in order to perform 
the task the Governor-General has 
entrusted to me, " 

While no one would compare a 
weekly newspaper with a Royal 
Commission, the News gets its 
content by making inquiries. If 
we sat at the end of Collins Head 
Rd. and expected people to 
bring in the news, the paper would 
never get printed. 

What can be done to get this 
inquriy moving as it should? Sir 
John and his associates will surely 
see better answers than the News 
does, but here are four suggestions. 

1, If the Commissioner believes 
(as we do) that he has heard nearly 
enough opinions, and that those 
opinions are surprisingly consistent, 
and that now more emphasis should 
be put on facts, he could help 
Norfolk a great deal by suggesting 
what sort of facts he wants. 

For example he could say H 1 
believe Norfolk actually wishes a 
form of self-government, but I am 
uncertain how much Norfolk is 
competent to handle. I would 
appreciate having specific facts 


that show whether Norfolk under - 
stands what would be Involved. 
Could you operate an adequate 
health department. Including die 
inspection and screening of 
medicines and diseases? Could 
you actually operate your airport 
safely? Would you pass lair and 
just laws, or would you pass laws 
that discriminated against some 
individuals? Here is a list of 
twelve responsibilities that good 
governments must meet. Please 
do your homework on them. 1 
will come back September 1st, 
and 1 would like to hear what you 
have to say on these specific points 
then." 

2. The Commission should 
actively call witnesses, as it did 
Mr. Siarhn-Field. The News 
believes some of the soundest men 


and women in the community are 
reluctant to push themselves 
forward because the Pitcairn - 
Norfolk tradition is to be modest. 

It is an admirable and Christian 
trait. It won'rand shouldn't be 
changed by coaxing. We believe 
the Commission should say to such 
people, "We formally request you, 
unless you have good reasons not, 
to come let us ask you some 


*» 


questions. Despite sensationalised 
mainland press stories, Norfolk 
residents aren't mutinous. They 
have great respect for law and 
authority, and would respond 
dutifully to such a request. 

3. We think Mr. Hampson ou ghi 
to change gears. He is intelligent, 
keen, has learned a tremendous 
amount already, and can do Norfolk 
and the inquiry immense good. But 
he is making people feel that unless 
they have a Cambridge degree in 
political science, they will be made 
to look fools and children. 

4. We think the Commission 
staff should take a couple of days 
off, split up, gooff to different 
parts of the Island, and think for a 

i * 

bit. Go to Anson Bay andl watch 
the sun set. Go to SydneyBayand 
wander among the stones, looking 
for tiny shells or Polynesian cutting 
stones. Go to the school, and w’atch 
the kids play sports. Go watch Dale 
Christian fix his pump, or Ben 
Christian shoe a horse, or Arthur 
Maxwell bake bread. Go watch the 
sand blow on the seaward side of 
the cemetery. Watch the terns 
wheel in the sky. Slow down fi bit. 
This is a very different vvorld from 
that of Phillip Street. 

The important thing you are 
dealing with is not evidence, or a 
Royal Commission Report, or 
transcripts; you are dealing with 
Norfolk Island as it has been, if, 
and may be. The people of the 
Island want to work with you, and 
(within the limits of what we arc) 
will do everything to he 
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JACK uUINTAL AGREES 
SELF-GOV'M’T NEEDED 


Me was most concerned with 


twining for his children and grand¬ 
children the Norfolk Islaid way ot 
Ule as he knew it, said Mr. Hilton 
John "Jack* Quintal, 54. 

"The trouble which has developed 
In recent years is that Australia 
hat been doing just what it likes" # 
Mr. Quintal laid, ' without 
consulting the Norfolk Island people 
or considering their interests as 


distinct from Australia’s wishes.’* 
Norfolk Island should be self- 
governing. he said maintaining 
friendship with Australia. 

He wo ilJ not go as far as complete 


Independence. 

Norfolk people were at least as well 
off as Australians in matters of 
social security. 

Australia should pay for Its own 
representatives stationed here, but 
the Island should pay those people 
working directly for the Island . 
community. 

The delay in Canberra in approving 
Island ordinances was harmful to 


the Island. 

After a building ordinance was 
passed, Mr. Quintal said, "Houses 
went up like mushrooms overnight," 
He felt that Island children did not 
have sufficient outlets for their 
energy, and there was not enough 
entertainment available for them. 


"ABSURD TO REFER TO 
CANBERRA" -LEO McCOY 

Taxi-owner Alfred Leopold 

McCov, 56, told the Royal 

/ 9 w # 

Commission that taxation was a 
really frightening word. 

He would not mind paying money 

into a local fund. 

My main point is to keep our 

friendliness with Australia, and to 

handle our own local revenue as we 

wish' Mr. McCoy said. 

» 

Under the present system Canberra 
was so far away that it w*t$ out of 
touch with what was needed here. 

It's absurd to have to refer to 
Canberra on local affairs" Mr. 
McCoy sakf. 

Norfolk was just about at its 
optimum population, as shown b y. 
problems with water supply and 

sewerage. 

Trees were disappearing as 
biiilding continued. 

Asked about subdivided land 
grams of a size which would not 
really support rhe owner, Mr. 
McCoy said: "It's a real tangle 
now.* 

But many people of Pitcairn 
descent still supported their 
right to divide their land among 



On the rear cover ot your newspaper 
appear the words FIX NORFOLK STAMPS 
HERE. To Australia 110. To New 
Zealand 240. 

Now I find this puzzling. By air to 
Australia means a distance of 1000 
miles, to New Zealand 600 miles and 
whei. this postal rate was set both 
countries were served by the one 
Airline. Yet to New Zealand the cost 

is more than double. 

! investigated further. A standard 
size airmail letter to Australia costs 
100 for up to 500 grams, to New 
Zealand 150 for up to 10 grams. 

"We work on Australian rates" I 
was told at the Post Office. "Would 
a letter posted here and bearing an 
Australian stamp be accepted^" 

"NO. Nor would Norfolk Island 
stamps be accepted in Australia." 

There is a further anomaly. 
Aerogrammes, designed specifically 
to reduce weight and bulk for air 
freight, are elsewhere, cheaper to 
send than airmail letters. Not so 
on Norfolk Island. Try to send one 

to New Zealand and you find it will 
cost 200. Add the weight and bulk 
of an envelope and it becomes 150. 

Does this make sense? Not to me. 

Why should we, who have our own 
postage stamps, be compelled to 
use Australian rates 7 We boast that 
this Is the only place in the world 
where 10 stamps are still in use, so 
surely we do have a precedent in 
setting our own rates. 

I feel that those of us who 
correspond regularly with New 
Zealand are getting an unfair 
burden placed on us. 

MARGARET PITCHER. 


I'm eager to get the Norfolk 
Island News. 

I’ve been to Norfolk in Virginia 
and England and years ago I used to 
wear a Norfolk Jacket so those 
attributes plus the enclosed cheque 
for A$14 should get me a subscription 
to the only newspaper in the world 
without a telephone. Sir Warwick 
Fairfax says you’re lucky ..... he 
says his phones are used mainly by 
female staff making dates, male 
staff making bets and most incoming 
calls are from friends pleading that 
no publicity be given to shop-lifting 
offenses by their children. 

WALTER B. PHILLIPS , 

Sydney. 
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AIR CARGO POSITION 


WHILE NO Telex on Sydney's 
air cargo position was received by 
Burns Phi Ip at the weekend, local 
staff calculated that flights last 
week had carried about 1800Kg, 
which would have taken care of 
the week-ago backlog but not 
shipments received for flight 
since then. This Wednesday's 
plane will have three rows of 
seats removed for cargo stowage, 
arid the position should be im¬ 
proved then. 

Auckland reports no backlog* 



No. 32 17th July, 1975 

■m 

Roy al Commission seeks more 
witnesses. Services oFthe 
instructing Solicitor (Mr. Crommelin) 
and two barristers (Messrs. Hampson QC 
and Gallop) available for assistance. 
Registration of Guns - Guns to be 
registered before 31st July, 1975. 

Stenographers - Temporary/Part time 
required by the Administration. 

Contact the Administrative Officer, 

Mr. David Buffett. 


APOLOGY 


The News would like to apologise 
to readers for the uneven contents 
of this and the past couple of issues. 
The Royal Commission has produced 
more interesting information than 
Norfolk gets in a month of Sundays. 
Roger Newman, perhaps the best 
sports writer in the Pacific, has been 
on holidays. Wendy McGuinness, 
our fearless social editress, had a 
wicked wog. This week because 
of more pressing news we’\e 
abbreviated the business page. 

Hopefully Norfolk will soon 
return to normal and the News 

will be able to settle down again 
into a useful and comfortable 
weekly pattern. 

Not a static one, though. Coming 
soon: a great new column that 
will be especially enjoyed.by family 
and friends overseas. Be sure to 
reserve your copy next week. 
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In May a group of L raziers on 
Norfolk presented a well-documen¬ 
ted case pointing out anomolies in 


the rate schedule for bulls 



stallions being shipped here from 
Australia. 

# 

It's nice to be able to report that 
the N. I # submission has been ack¬ 


nowledged and accepted, and re¬ 
vised rates are going into effect. 


With the "Port de France" having 
been ordered by French authorities 
to service Wallis and Futuna Is. on 
a regular basis, C, C.C, have ar- 
ranged to put the 963»ton "lie de 
Lumiere" back into Norfolk service. 
"Port de France" will be required 
for her new duties after Voyage 52 
and will be unable to make the 
Norfolk-Auckland-Norfolk journey 
planned for August. Our next di¬ 
rect voyage from New Zealand 
will therefore be with the "lie de 
Lumiere, " expected to depart 
Auckland 9th September and arrive 
here 12th September. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND AP 

• « * 



BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 • CABLES ’SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 
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IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents 

in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 

\ 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 
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WENDY Me GUINNESS 


THE FANCY DRESS FROLIC held 
in the Kawson Hall Saturday night 
was a phenomenal success, with 
almost every child on Norfolk under 
12 entering into the spirit of the 
occasion with the most ingenious of 
costumes, from the smallest to the 
tallest, t he smallest of the 
contestants was probably Daniel 
Forsyth, aged 9 months who was 
wheeled around by his older 
brothers Tony and Jamie Mitchell, 
dressed as his hippie parents, while 
the tallest was undoubtably Paul 
Barning who entered as a clown on 
8 foot stilts. Paul*s handling of his 
stilts would have made the most 

w 

professional of clowns green with 
envy. He told me it had taken 
him years to learn to walk on diem. 

here were some really hilarious 
costumes, a horse, a dragon, a 
letter box, a twenty cent piece, 
a mouth, a witch doctor, and many 
more. A special accolade to the 
Magri family who went as the Peter 
Pan Clan with David as Captain 
Hook, Christopher as Peter Pan, 
Susan as Tmkerbeli and Gregory 
as Wendy, Allan Dyer who 
compered the whole thing, 
remarked that all the prettiest 
girls of the evening were boys, 

(he must have decided this after 
seeing Gregory), The Judges, 

Mr. and Mrs. Pickerd, and Sir 
John and Lady Nimmo faced a 
very difficult task and can be 
heartily congratulated on their 
decisions. The children all 
enjoyed themselves hugely, as 
did the parents and onlookers. 
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Sharee Stirling, 

Old Mother Hubbard 



Robert McCoy, 
Crusader 


Maxine Bobbins, 
Butterfly 




Paul Muskett, 
Witch Doctor 











Norfolk 
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FIVE DAYS A WEEK Christine 
Sheridan is more plugged into the 
outside world than anyone else on 
Norfolk* As overseas operator for 
the O.T.C. her soft, melodic voice * 

i * i 

sounds particularly welcoming as 
she says, "Go ahead, Sydney*" 
Christine, a very popular woman, 
has many talents. Friends say, 
Everything she does, she does well. " 
She is particularly devoted to cook¬ 
ing and has had expert training in 
this field. She studied at Sydney 
Technical College (known in Sydney 
affectionately as "the Tech*”) and 
taught cooking there in Darlinghurst 
for a couple of years full-time and 
then part-time. Mrs.Brell, preser T : 
head of the cookery school at l ech - 
(now callecLHome Science) and 



REFRIGERATED LEMON PIE 

Crumb - Crust; 

l| c, biscuit prumbs 
1/3 c. melted butter 
Press firmly into dish and chill. 
Filling: 

4 beaten egg yolks ) 

{ c. sugar ) 

i/3 c. lemon juice ) 

3 table, orange " ) 

I teas, salt ) 


] table, gelatine ) 
i c. cold water ) 


teas, orange rind ) 
l teas, lemon " ) 


Combine 
well and 
cook in 
double boil¬ 
er till thick 


Soften gel. in 
cold water, 
add to mix. 


Add to mix. 
Cool till par 
tially set. 



Christine did their training together. 

Christine and her sister, Mrs. 

Baker McCoy (who is a nurse) spent 
tlieir childhood on the Island ant* 
were taken to Sydney for their school¬ 
ing. Their Mother, married to frank 
Christian, was a school teacher her¬ 
self. 

Christine has five children, 17, 15, 
14, 11 and 10, who must surely bcnc * 
fit from their Mother’s knowledge 
of good food. Her days are full but 
she still has time to take turns with 
her sister to milk two dairy cows. 
Settled back here for 11 years now 
she doesn't ever want to leave. She 
loves the quietness and tranquility 
of Norfolk. 

Christine has shared these two 
delightful recipes with us taking 
into account the availability of the 
outstanding citrus fruits at present. 


% c. sugar 
4 egg whites, 
stiff beaten 


ORANGE SOUFFLE 
1 table, gelatine) 
1 c. water ) 

3 egg yolks ) 

1 c, castor $ug, ) 


juice 1 Lemon ) 
" 1 Orange ) 

3 egg whites 


; Gradually add 
) sugar to egg 

) whites, beat 

till stiff. Fold 
into crust, 
chill & decor¬ 
ate with whip¬ 
ped cream. 

Soak gelatine fk 
heat till dissolved. 

Beat together till 

very lighr& fluffy, 
then add cooling 
gelatine mixture, 
beating all time. 

Add to mixture, 
mix well. 

. Add stiffly 
beaten egg 
whites to mix. 


Pour into wetted mould, or 6 in¬ 
dividual moulds. 

Turn out when set, decorate with 
whipped cream and passion!ruit if 
desired. 

THE MOLECULE MEN 
by Fred Hoyle 

LITERATURE TENDS TO be written 
in the common vehicle that is most 
popular at the time. In Shakespeare's 
day it was the blank verse play, (and 
how dull and unreadable most of them 
are), in Victorian England it was the 
three-volume novel, and today more 



good writing is being produced in the 
guise of science-fiction than most 
other forms. Science-fit lion ranges 
from the incredibly bad little green 
men from Mars" type to the excell¬ 
ent, and it is m this latter category 
that Fred Hoyle's "The Molecule 
Men" falls. The best science - 
fiction is only a vehicle in which 
the author couches his arguments 
and displays his thoughts, and as a 
general rule the best specimens of 
the genre contain the least science. 

Fred Hoyle is an astronomer by pro 
fession and a writer by choice. He 
writes books on quasars and neutron 
stars with the same facility with 
which he produces science-fiction; 
and in this is a twentieth-century 
version of Dodgson-Carroll who al¬ 
ternately produced textbooks of 
algebra and "Alice in Wonderland *. 

So one great advantage of Hoyle's 
writing is that you know the scien¬ 
tific basis of his novels will be fact¬ 
ually accurate, and that if die per¬ 
mutations and transformations seem 
way-out that actually experimental 
science has produced more way-out 
theories and experiments still. 

The "molecule men” of the title 
are beings able to transform their 
external characteristics, i.e. re¬ 
arrange their molecules, ar will; 
and it is that given this initial pre¬ 
mise that their effect on modern 
society is observed. Thus the book 
is really sociology masquerading ls 
science-fiction, and all the better 
for it. The book, obtainable from 
the library, is well worth reading 
for its own sake, and if in the pro¬ 
cess if transforms the reader into 
a Hoyle fan for life it will have more 
than fulfilled its furpose. 

HENRY SMITH. 



MANY LETTERS AND visits from 
eaders able to identify the author 
if "My Heart Leaps Up". 
(Incidentally, June Ryves was the 
ne who loved the poem printed last 
reek, and wanted to track down the 
uthor.) 

It was William Wordsworth (1770- 
B50). Selby Newbald passed on 
lie additional information that our 
scent Administrator, General 
/ordsworth, was a direct dcscer. - 
ant of William Wordsworth's 
rother. "The name was originally 

PAGE TWENTY-ONE 















'Wadsworth* oi that tlk-ia Yorkshire, ’ 

ho s*y*. 

We learned from Hear) Smith, loy 
Adams, Parcv U Alice Wentworth, 
Merval Hoare, Margaret Sanson and 
Dorothy Due icy that there is more 
to the first verse of the poem. It 
goes on to say •.«.. 

"The Child is f ather of the Man 
And 1 could wish my days to be 
Pound each to each by natural 

piety.* 

And, from Helen McCoy - that, 
according to her authority, "Henry 
Wordsworth placed this poem de- 
•rvedly in the forefront of his collect¬ 
ive works for they express not only, 
as he intended, the continuity, but 
jUo the striking uniformity o? his 
intellectual life. " 

Helen also included some nice 
other things that we'll pass along 
soon. 

Thank you all! 

And an additional thanks to 
Margaret Baraing for this letter; 

*T suppose you have been inundated 
with the name of the author of the 
’Rainbow*, William Wordsworth. 
"When 1 was at school, poetry was 

all the go, especially the English 
nature poets and I was amazed at 
poor Wordsworth not being known 
by any English speaking person. 1 
must be showing my age, 1 had 
better keep quiet that 1 can recite 
"Daffodils’’ as well. 

"You must have thought of the lines, 
seeing ail the rainbows in Norfolk's 
skies lately. 

4 

"I was reminded of another poem 
by Wordsworth, with a rainbow', 
this is the second stanza of "Ode on 
Intimations of Immortality from 

Recollections of Early Childhood". 

/ 

The poem is even longer than the 

title. 

The Rainbow comes and goes. 

And lovely is the rose; 

The moon doth with delight 
Look round her when the heavens 

are bare; 

Waters on a starry night 
Are beautiful and fair; 

The sunshine is a glorious birth; 
But yet l know, where'er I go 
That there hast pass'd away a 
glory from the earth. 

"You must read the lines aloud to 
get the full effect of their beauty. " 

PHOTOSENSITISATION AND 

lamtama poisoning . 

THESE ARE CONDITIONS in which 
the animal becomes abnormally 
temitive 10 light, and as eating 
lar.tana is one of the causes of 
phorosensinzarion, and treatment 

is the same. can be discussed under 
the time heading. Photosensitization 


Is different from sunburn, in which 
the white or lightly pigmented skin of 
a normal animal becomes inflamed 
following overexposure to the sun. In 
sunburn, the development of lesions 
is delayed, while in photosensitization 
they develop very rapidly. The 
condition is best known in sheep and 
cattle, b 1 it can occur in any animal. 

The symptoms and signs of photo- 
sensitization are the same regardless 
of its cause - the animals are over 
sensitive to sunlight and seek shade, 
or, if this is not available, turn their 
backs to the sun. On the white or 
lightly pigmented areas of the skin, 
redness develops very rapidly, and is 

followed by swelling. If exposure 
to light is stopped at this stage, 
recovery occurs promptly. The 
earliest skin lesion consists of 
a discharge, or serum, appearing 
on the light: areas, which coagulates 
on the hair. About this time also, 
the membranes of the nostrils 
and lips assume a violent inflamed 
appearance with beads of serous 
fluid on the surface. The teats 
may show signs of inflammation. 

The animal appears dull and 
keeps to the shade as much as 
possible and the appetite is 
decreased. As the ailment 
progresses the affected parts 
become harsher and drier and 
the skin of the udder may become 
involved similarly to the teats. 

If treatment is delayed the 
skin will eventually separate or 
peel from the underlying 
tissue and become dry' and 
leathery . The raw surfaces 
become irritated and quickly 
turn septic, as the animal bites 
and rubs to relieve the irritation. 
Lantana poisoning produces scouring 
also. 

Treatment consists of providing 
re Her from the irritation as much as 
possible. Firstly, get the animal 
into the shade or a shed. Secondly, 
paint the affected skin areas with 
triple dye, Massavox or some 
kaolin preparation to relieve the 
scouring (Massavox is particularly 
good, as it not only contains a 
sedative for the stomach, bur also 
an antibiotic and electrolytes 
to replace those lost through 
scouring.) Make sure the animals’ 
have access to water. Antihista¬ 
mines and corticosteroids are very 
helpful, with antibiotics to 
control infection. The greatest 
worry is liver damage, though 
after most toxic liver injuries 
adequate regeneration takes place 
and normal function is restored. 

Stress probably contributes to any 

deaths that may occur, as the animal 
becomes very agitated, shaking its 
head and kicking at its belly. 

JOHN RYVES. 
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AT THE ROYAL Commission last 
week Elva Yager read out a writ¬ 
ten submission that had a lot to say 
about the way Norfolk used to be. 

We're pleased to be able to print 
it. 


ALL THE PH CAIRN settlers thought 
Queen Victoria had given Norfolk 
Island to them, and they all had big 
photographs ot Queen Victoria in 
their homes. 

They were all very religious people - 
mostly Church of England. On Sun¬ 
days you could hear a pin drop and 
the people all tried to live up to 
their religious upbringing. It was 
very much a family life. After church 
on Sundays, her paternal grandmother 
used to invite all the parishioners for 
lunch. Because Mrs. Yager’s father 
and grandfather worked for the Admin¬ 
istration cutting hardwood posts, her 
grandmother was one of the few who 
could afford a bag of sugar. After 
Sunday lunch, however, there was 
not a grain left as every person left 
with a brown paper bag of sugar. 

The Pitcairners motto was, "Do 
unto others as though you were the 
others". Also, "If anybody slaps you 
on the cheek, turn the other cheek - 
never hit them back". They believ¬ 
ed "children should be seen and not 
heard". 

The men used to go whaling and • 
shark fishing. They used to sell the 
sharks' teeth and all the old gentle¬ 
men used to wear fob watches, and 
nearly all used to have the top part 
of the shark’s tooth done in gold. 

They used to farm their land, sink 

wells and work the ships. Nobody was 

rich, yet nobody was poor because 

they owned the roof over their heads. 

They used to make jokes of the barter 
system. 

Liquor was used only for medicinal 
purposes. However, they started to 

make their own liquor just before the 

■ # 

war broke out. The only time the 
majority of the old families made use 
of their rations was to get brandy for 
Christmas puddings. 

Nearly all the women could sew 
and bolts of cloth were bought from 
C. C. R. Nobbs. 

Formerly there was a Government 
doctor and dentist on the Island and 
the old residents received free treat- 









merit. As she recalls, the children 
were well and had all the medical 
anc dental care that was necessary. 

After finishing school, some of the 
children stayed on the Island and 
others went to Sydney or New Zealand, 
The boys generally would help on 
their fathers farm and the girls would 
help in Tie home. Generally, they 
were large families. 

It is true that there was not much 
money about but people had most 
things that they wanted, and if some¬ 
body had to go away, the Island 
people contributed to help them finan¬ 
cially,. 

There was an elected executive 
Council to help the Administrator 
who was appointed from Australia. 

There was not much Court business. 
In the eyes of the old people it was a 
disgrace to be summonsed for any¬ 
thing, whether a debt or a misde¬ 
meanour. 

If Norfolk Islanders got back their 
executive powers of running their 
affairs and making the laws and 
collecting and spending the revenue 
of their own Island, this would solve 
most of the trouble which seerns to 
have developed in things. 

Administrators and other officials 
appointed from Canberra generally 
have given the impression of wanting 
to lord it over the Island people. The 
Island people generally could not talk 
back and generally they did not want 
to talk back. 

She personally feels that it is a 
mistake for them ro talk the Norfolk 
language instead of English, This is 
shown in the Council meetings. Some 
Councillors think in Norfolk and so do 

not appear to be in the debate. This 
leads to a breakdown of understand¬ 
ing and often to rudeness and bad 
feeling. There is no doubt that if 
people talk Norfolk, the habit grows 
and before long they will be think¬ 
ing in Norfolk. 

It would be much better for Nor¬ 
folk Island to make its own laws and 
run its own affairs generally. Even 
town planningis wrong because it 
is based on Canberra thinking and 
not on sland thinking. The same 
applies to the Airport. Extension*! 
might be good for Canberra and no 
good for Norfolk Island. Norfolk 
snll has peace and quiet. Let us 
keep it that way. 

The Island community is cut in 


half. Children of Island parents join¬ 
ing the Administration staff become 
cut off from the Island community. 
They lose their community spirit and 
seem to feel that with their secure 
jobs, they are alright and superior 
to their brothers and sisters. 

The Norfolk Island people, speak¬ 
ing generally, have worked hard and 
helped one another and gone without 
when they could not afford some¬ 
thing. They are best able to decide 
from time to time what will help to 
them going. Tourism is said 
to be the basis of the economy at 
present. The Island, by its elected 
representatives, will make the best 
of things from time to time. 

Nobody on Norfolk Island needs 
social services on the Australian patt- ' 
ern, Norfolk Islanders look after 
themselves and do not wait for the 

# ' 

government to help"them. Many 
own their own homes and this is a * 
very big advantage. Often Austral¬ 
ians say that they would gladly swap 
with Island residents if they could - 
meaning that they feel that Island 
residents are better off than Austral¬ 
ians are. 

Island residents are in the habit of 
paying for what they get and will 
continue to provide to the best of 
their ability to this end. 

They would strongly object to pay¬ 
ment of taxation or other imposts to 
Australia, even if it were said that 
Australia would use the money to pay 
social services benefits to Islanders. 

Companies for Norfolk Island had 
been the "hen that laid the golden 
egg". They have been driven away 
by the Australian Government and the 
Administrator of the day, Air- 

j# 

Commodore Dalkin. Norfolk island 
has lost the benefit and so has Austral¬ 
ia while places like Vila, Nauru, 

Tonga, Honiara and so on are reaping 
the benefits. It is not understood how 
the activities of Companies have been 
harmful to Australia or any other 
country. 

There are just about as many people 
on the Island permanently now as it 
can take and the line should be drawn 
to keep it that way. Once the safety 
line is passed, the Island cannot be 
put back to its pleasant condition 
which is attractive to visitors. 

Adequate communications are re¬ 
quired but at the present time, the 
main fault is in Canberra not letting 



the Island people know of laws parsed 
by Canberra affecting Norfolk Island. 
This only causes ill feeling and shows 
that it would be better for the Island 
to develop into independence than 
■ for matters to go on from bad to worse 
The*elected Council with respons¬ 
ibility for running Norfolk Island 
would be the body to attend to law 
enforcement and judicial machinery. 
With better feeling from self-govern¬ 
ment, it would probably not be 
necessary to worry unduly on these 
matters. To set up elaborate police 
measures and things like gaols and , 
reformatories would be to step back 
to before the time when the people 
came here from Pitcairn. 

Dars Norfolk, 



"IT S VERY HARD FOR AN Islaode 
to prepare a written submission, " 
Elva says. M We aren't used to doing 
these things. " 

The account we've reprinted is 
the result of her going down to the 
solicitors' office and talking with 
them for a short while, as a steno 
made notes. Her comments were 
then compiled into the statement 
that you've read, which she read to 
the Commissioner. 

"So far as Norfolk's problems go, 
and what the Commission is sup¬ 
posed to be about, * say's Elva, "all 
that is just a lot of rot." 

Not that it isn't true -- of course 
it is true. But it just doesn't have 
much to do with the real issues of 
Norfolk Island, 1975. 

Actually Elva didn't say it was 
"rot”. She said it was bullshit, but 
you couldn't print that in a 
nev'spaper, could you? 

Dars Norfolk, too. 
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